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Upcoming Events 

 March is Reading Month 

Kick-Off Assembly 3/4 2:00 

p.m. 

 Spring Picture Day 3/9 

 Little Caesars Pizza Night 

3/10 

 2nd Grade Abilities Aware-

ness Day 3/10 

 Daylight Savings - 3/13 

 Board of Education Meeting 

3/14 7:00 p.m. 

 State Representative Hank 

Vaupel reads to Bruck and 

2nd Grade 3/14 

 Book Fair 3/14 - 3/18 

 K-5 Conferences 3/15 4:30-

7:30 p.m. 

 Lunch with a Loved One - 

Grades 2, 3 & 4 - 3/17 

 Lunch with a Loved One - 

Grades K, 1 & 5 - 3/18 

 HWMS Band Visits 3/18 

10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 Hearing Re-Screen - 3/22 & 

3/23 

 NO SCHOOL - Spring Break - 

3/25 - 4/1 - Classes Re-

sume Monday, 4/4 

March has come to mean a celebration of literacy across the nation.  Voyager students are in-
volved in a month-long event of reading and fun!  We’ve chosen a Star Wars theme this year. 
Voyager students are going to join forces with Luke Skyreader to save Voyager’s library 
books.  We are encouraging our students to read as we all work together to reach our school 
reading goal.  Please see the attached article and reading month calendar for additional de-
tails.  Let the “Reading Force” be with you Jedi Readers! 

Our LOC Federal Credit Union partnership is running strong at Voyager  
each Thursday afternoon.  Student interaction with the credit union, as a worker or partici-
pant, is one leading step towards helping our students become more proficient in math.  As a 
school improvement goal, our students are working towards building fluency with math facts 
and simple operations.  Their practice with the credit union brings real life experience to their 
math learning. 

Howell Public Schools will hold Kindergarten Registration for the 2016-2017 school year 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016. Registration will run from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. and 4 p.m. – 
6:30p.m.  Registration will take place at each of the district’s elementary schools. Parents 
should register at their child’s home school.  

To enroll in kindergarten students must be at least 5 years of age by September 1, 2016.  
Howell Public Schools will once again be offering  all-day-everyday kindergarten, beginder-
garten and half-day begindergarten. Parents can choose their preference during the registra-
tion event. 
 
During the registration event, parents and their child will be able to meet the school’s princi-
pal, receive a tour of the school, see the playground and visit a kindergarten classroom. Addi-
tionally, the Howell Public Schools Transportation Department will have a school bus at each 
elementary for children to explore. Students who are registered on March 16th will receive a 
free stuffed animal from their principal. 

Kindergarten registration packets are currently available online and in the school office.  

Parents who are unable to attend on March 16, should visit the Registration Office located at 
411. N. Highlander Way to register their child. For more information, please contact Helen at 
517-548-6232 or visit www.howellschools.com 

http://www.howellschools.com/


FRIDAY, MARCH 4– After School Swim 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9 - Spring Picture Day 

                  - Lunch Buddies 11:30-1:30 

THURSDAY, MARCH 10 - 2nd Grade Abilities  

 1    Awareness Day  

       - LOC 1:55-2:40 p.m. 

       - Little Caesars Pizza Night 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS - 2:00 A.M.  

ON SUNDAY, MARCH 13 - SET CLOCKS  

AHEAD ONE HOUR 

MONDAY, MARCH 14 - State Representative Hank 

Vaupel reads to Brucks class and 2nd Gr. 9:15-10:00 

                  -  Board of Education Mtg 7:00pm

 MONDAY, MARCH 14- FRIDAY, MARCH 18   

 PTO Book Fair - Media Center 

TUESDAY, MARCH 15 - 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th to   

 Community Theatre to see Phantom Tollbooth 

    - K-5 Conferences 4:30-7:30 

PTO BOOK FAIR WILL BE OPEN TONIGHT  

DURING CONFERENCES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16 - Kindergarten Registration 

9:30-2:30 and 4:00-6:30 - Packets are now available 

THURSDAY, MARCH 17- Grades 2, 3 & 4 Lunch with 

    a Loved One 11:45-1:15 

              - LOC 1:55 - 2:40 p.m.   

FRIDAY, MARCH 18 - Last day for Pennies for Patients 

    - HWMS Band Visits 10:00-11:00 

   - 2nd Grade to CTH to see Phantom  

                                        Tollbooth 10:45-1:45 

              - Grades K, 1 & 5 Lunch with a Loved 

     One 11:30-1:30 

                         - After School Swim 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22- Hearing Re-Screen - K, 2 & 4 

  - Middle School Counselors Visit 5th Grade - 9:00 am 

                     - 4th grade Music Program 10:00 & 7:00 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 - Hearing Re-Screen K, 2 & 4 

          - Lunch Buddies 11:30-1:30 

  - 4th Grade Think! Energy and DTE Energy    

   Presentation 1:30 - End of Day 

THURSDAY, MARCH 24 - Quarter III Ends  

      - Steering Committee Mtg 7:40am 

                 -  LOC 1:55 - 2:40 pm 

NO SCHOOL FRIDAY, MARCH 25 - FRIDAY, APRIL 1 - 

SPRING BREAK -  

CLASSES RESUME MONDAY, APRIL 4 

       

    

 “NOTES” FROM THE MUSIC 
ROOM 

 

UPCOMING MUSIC PROGRAMS: 
 
4th Grade Program: 3/22 - 10:00 & 7:00 
 
5th Grade Choir Party - 4/15 - 3:50-7:00 
 
Choir Concert/Military Recognition:            
                                     5/24 - 2:00 & 7:00 
 
Kdg. Program:  6/2 - 10:00 & 7:00  
 
Talent Show:  6/9 - 1:45 - 3:30  and 
          6/10 - 9:15 - 11:15 
      

 
LOST & FOUND!!!! 

Please check the lost and found for any items 
your child might be missing.    The lost and found 
is overflowing with many winter items that will 
be donated to the Salvation Army if they are not 
claimed.  Please take time to stop in the school 
and see if any of the items belong to your child. 
 

 

 

Dear Parents of 3rd Grade Students,  
 

Recently in Technology Class, students have 

learned to use Scholastic’s website Story Start-

ers. Story Starters inspire students to write by 

serving up hundreds of writing prompts in creative 

combinations. Soon we will combine using Story 

Starters and Google docs so students can save 

their stories. Here is the link to Story Starters if 

you are interested in more details. Best Regards, 

Mr. Thelen.  

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/story-starters/


VOYAGER ABILITY AWARENESS 
FAIR IS COMING….. 

 
On Tuesday, March 10 our second grade  

teachers (Mrs. Clees, Mrs. Cosgrove and Ms.  
Keddle), Mrs. Hemond (our school Physical 

Therapist), Mrs. Ackerson (our school Occupa-
tional Therapist) and Mrs. Martin (our school 
counselor) are going to help Voyager’s second 

graders understand how children with disabilities 
are just like all children are:  they like to play, they 

like to have friends, and they like to do well at 
school.  The second graders will have hands-on 

learning letting them experience what it is like to 
sit in a wheelchair and get around their classroom, 
what it is like to have trouble seeing, how to walk 
if you had a balancing problem, how to communi-

cate if you are deaf, and many other challenges 
faced by some children.  There will be a puppet 

show to help us learn how the second graders’ can 
be good friends and classmates to students who 

may have different challenges.  It is a lot to learn, 
but it will be so much fun. 

 
 

KIDS’ KARE 
A fee of $20 per child/per session will be charged 
each time a (non-registered) child: 
   - is dropped off before school starts; 
   - is taken home on the bus and there is no parent 

to greet the child; 
   - is not picked up after school and is brought to 

Kids’ Kare when the office personnel leave for 
the day. 

 
Parents wanting to use Kids’ Kare at the $7.50 per 
session rate must register at the Kids Kare Office 
(Freshman Campus Bldg., room 139) to complete 
the registration process  
 
(Please allow 48 hours from the time paperwork is 

turned in and when your child needs to attend 
child care for processing.)  

 

Fundraiser for Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

 

Student Council is organizing the Pennies for Patients campaign again 

this year.  It starts February 29th and will run through March 18th. Students will 

be bringing home a box to collect donations. This is an opportunity for students to 

learn how important they can be in helping save lives.  

 

The class that brings the most in donations will receive a pasta lunch from Olive 

Garden. Also, if the school collects over $1300 total, there will be a second place 

lunch awarded from Hungry Howies Pizza. Be on the lookout for the collection 

boxes and newsletters going home.  

 

Thank you in advance for your support, 

Your Student Council Members 



 

 
The Media Diet 
 

Parents often express concerns about their child(ren) having difficulty sleeping, being 
anxious, expressing anger at home, or having trouble focusing. It may be helpful to evalu-
ate your family’s “media diet.” Just as we would limit certain foods that may be unhealthy, 
we should also consider limiting the “diet” of messages our children are receiving, as it 
has proven impact on the mood and performance of young people. Media messages 
come in the form of ads, movies, computer games, video games, and social media. 
 

The power of media messages is vast - sometimes we see its influence right away (like 
when your child watches superheroes fighting and mimics their moves during play), but 
more often it occurs more slowly as children see and hear certain messages over and 
over. Here are three common examples we see in the elementary schools: 
 

Heavy media use can take time away from physical activity. This, in addition to the me-
dia’s portrayal of unrealistic beauty, is causing kids to think about dieting at much earlier 
ages. 
 

Media violence teaches kids to behave aggressively toward others - they are taught to 
use violence instead of self-control to take care of problems and conflicts. This exposure 
may also cause kids to be more accepting of dangerous behavior and less caring towards 
others. 
 

Media violence can also trigger anxiety - the world can be a scary place! 
 

Although it requires effort on the front end to put a plan in place, here are three sure-fire 
strategies for managing your children’s media diet: 
 

Make a media plan - schedule media time just as you would other activities. 
 

Set limits - the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends no more than 1-2 hours a 
day of quality media time. Use a timer. 
 

Manage the content - Common Sense Media (www.commonsensemedia.org) helps fami-
lies make smart media choices. They offer the largest, most trusted library of independent 
age-based and educational ratings and reviews for movies, games, apps, TV shows, web-
sites, books, and music. 

 

We can make a difference in the way media impacts our children. If you limit, supervise, 
and share media experiences with your children, they have much to gain! For more infor-
mation, visit www.aap.org. 

 

Reach out anytime with questions or concerns, 
 

Kim Martin and Jeanie Nemeth 

School Counselors 

 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org
http://www.aap.org


 

Winter in The ART room! 
We are completing our art projects around the theme of winter.  
Please enjoy some of our projects in our digital art gallery.  

5th grade: Deer in the Landscape 

4th grade: Hot Cocoa on a Cold 
Night 

3rd grade: Catching Snowflakes Looking Up 

2nd grade: 
Penguins on 

Ice 

1st grade:  Hat and Mitten Patterns 



V.I.P. WINNERS FOR FEBRUARY 2016 
 

What is a V.I.P.?  A Viking in Positive Situations…  These awards are given by staff members to any student they 
see being their B.E.S.T.  
 

Voyager Mission Statement 
 

Voyager Elementary School, in partnership with families and the community, seeks to inspire all children to 
achieve academically, to be their personal B.E.S.T. and to become enthusiastic life-long learners. 

B – Be Bucket Fillers 
E – Give our Best Effort 

S – Be Safe 
T – Take Responsibility 

 

Every two weeks on Friday, 3 students will be drawn from all the V.I.P. entries in the office.  These three students 

will win a small prize, an opportunity to use the elevator for the day with a friend, a free children’s meal from a 

local restaurant, a “Thumbs-Up” charm for their backpack key chain and their picture on the TV’s in the hallways 

for two weeks.  At the end of each month, all students that have an entry ticket in the  office, will automatically be 

called to the office on the morning announcements and will receive a “Thumbs-Up” charm.  Students can obtain 

one charm each month.  Here are the Voyager V.I.P.’s for February…. 

   

WAY TO GO VIKINGS!  WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!! 

V.I.P. WINNERS/TEACHER 
 

Gabby - Gariepy 
Blake - Rodman 
Robbie - Vischer 
Zach - Hibbard 
Andrew - Gariepy 
Rhoan- Vischer 
Jenna - Keddle 
Riley - Hibbard 
Ava - Cosgrove 
Cullen - Gariepy 
Elliana - Gariepy 
Emma - Hibbard 

Kaelynn - Gariepy 

Colton - Keddle 

Grady - Gariepy 

Wade - Rodman 

Shayna - Malewitz 

Josh - Vischer 

Danielle - Gariepy 

Ryan - Laviolette 

Viv - Gariepy 

Luke - Gariepy 

Clayton - Hibbard 

Dean - Gariepy 

Paityn - Bruck 

Cam - Baker 

Cade - Gariepy 

Cara - Gariepy 

Addison - Rodman 

Natalie - Gariepy 

Sebastian - Keddle 

Tabitha - Baker 

Dylan - Gariepy 

Lindsey - Vischer 

John - Keddle 

Joseph - Gariepy 

Jaidah - Gariepy 

Delaney - Vischer 

Brianna - Gariepy 

Alex - Hibbard 

V.I.P. CHARM WINNERS/TEACHER 

Sophia - Hibbard 
Dylan - Rodman 
Maggie - Rodman 
Riley - Laviolette 
Blake - Keddle 
Madison - Gariepy 
Elijah - Gariepy 
Alyssa - Vischer 
Logan - Gariepy 
Cooper - Clees 
Nick - Hibbard 
Tony - Hibbard 
Liam - Gariepy 
Emily - Baker 
Kaylyn - Rodman 
Savannah - Cosgrove 
Caitlyn - Hibbard 
Lucas - Gariepy 
Liam - Gariepy 
Garrick - Vischer 
Grady - Keddle 
Rylan - Hibbard 
William - Hibbard 
McKenna - Hibbard 
Logan - Gariepy 
Evan - Cosgrove 
Kaya - Vischer 
Nicolas - C. Holmes 
Grace - Baker 
Kimmee - Gariepy 
Davin - Hibbard 
Brooklyn - Clees 

Conner - Rodman 
Avery - Gariepy 
Cooper - Gariepy 
Aubrey - Baker 
Ruby - Gariepy 
Dominic - Keddle 
Alison - Vischer 
Olivia - Hibbard 
Max - Gariepy 
Kaitlyn - Keddle 
Phoebe - Baker 
Kenton - Hibbard 
Macy - Gariepy 
Joseph - Gariepy 
Kaden - Vischer 
Heidi - Keddle 
Lilly - Keddle 
Neko - Vischer 
Eli - Gariepy 
Donny - Gariepy 
Brayden - Hibbard 
Max - Keddle 
Kylin - Keddle 
David - Baker 
Jorja - Keddle 
Avani - Cosgrove 
Gus - Baker 
Dayra - Gariepy 
Annalise - Rodman 
Elaine - Vischer 
Logan - Vischer 
Aiden - Clees 

Josh - Gariepy 
Addison - Cosgrove 
Nadia - Keddle 
Natalie - Baker 
Cooper - Hibbard 
Jocelyn - Vischer 
Sydney - Hibbard 
Mallory - Baker 
Hannah - Vischer 
Kylie - Baker 
Gracie - Hibbard 
Brayden - Clees 
Emma - Hibbard 
Amilia - Gariepy 
Olivia - Baker 
Katelyn  Gariepy 
Hanna - Rodman 
Ella - Vischer 
Abbie - Gariepy 
Sydne - Vischer 
Brooklyn - Vischer 
Dru - Hibbard 
Bree - Rodman 
Bobby - Baker 
Ethan - Baker 
Jacob - Vischer 
Addison - Keddle 
Arianna - Gariepy 
Seth - Gariepy 
Cassidy - Keddle 
Alan - Baker 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     Let the “READING FORCE” be with you!!  
 

Voyager students will be “Jedi Readers” during the month of March as we join forces with Luke Skyreader to save 
Voyager’s library books! 

 Can our Voyager Jedi Readers meet our reading goal?  Can we save our library books? 
 

March is Reading Month at Voyager and our young Jedi’s have been given a challenge to read 10,000 hours 
during the month to save our library books.  Students will be keeping track of their reading time at home on their read-
ing log which will need to be returned at the end of the month.  At that time we will tally our hours to see if we were 

able to meet our challenge. 
 

Small prizes will be given to each student who completes one, five and ten hours of reading.  For every ten 
hours read, students will be able to enter their name in the drawing for Lunch with the Principal and add their “star” to 

the hallway display. All students will have a chance to win some great prizes!! 
 

Enclosed in this newsletter you will find a reading month calendar that features daily activities focused on 
reading and our theme for the month.  These include dress up days, trivia and activities to enjoy as a family.  Your 

teacher will be sending home your month-long reading chart to keep track of reading time at home. 
 This log will need to be returned on Monday, April 4, 2016. 

 
At the end of the month our reading hours will be calculated and if our Jedi Readers followed the reading force and 

met our goal, we will be celebrating with a “Star Wars Power Hour” featuring a special guest appearance in each 
classroom. 

 

The “READING FORCE” is Strong with this One” 
 

 

                    
  

 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PTO’s Spring Book Fair is coming March 14
th

 – 18
th

!!!! 
 

 Come and enjoy the book fair with your children during our 
Lunch and Shop with a Loved One event. 

 

Dates by Grade: 
 

 Thursday, March 17
th

 for 2
nd

, 3
rd

 and 4
th

 grades 
 

Friday, March 18
th

 for Kindergarten, 1
st

 and 5
th

 

 
You will be greeted at the front doors.  We ask that you please sign-in and obtain a visitor sticker and 

wait for your student near the cafeteria doors.  After enjoying lunch with your student you can proceed to 
the media center to enjoy shopping the book   

fair.  After your visit, please stop by the visitors table and sign out. 
 

 
Kindergarten: 11:30-12:15     Grade 3: 12:15-1:00 

 
Grade 2: 11:45-12:30     Grade 4: 12:30-1:15 

 
Grade 1: 12:00-12:45     Grade 5: 12:45-1:30 

 

 
** The book fair will also be open on Tuesday, March 15

th
 during  

evening conferences until 8:00 p.m. ** 
 
 
 

                 



Information: (517) 540-8355  
On the web: www.howellrecreation.org 

Under Water Easter Egg hunt is BACK!! 
Forget the lawn, we are doing our Easter egg hunt under water! 

Some eggs will float for the littler kids and some eggs will sink for any one whop needs an 

extra challenge! Prizes will be awarded for finding the Easter Bunny’s lost Easter eggs! 

Children will be grouped together by age and will have their own special time to hunt. 

Please bring a waterproof basket or bag for the eggs. US Coast Guard  

approved life jackets only. 

For everyone’s Safety, parents MUST accompany non-swimmers into the pool.  

$5 for kids,($20 max per family of 4) adults are free 

Saturday March 19th 1:00-2:30pm 

     The $35 Fitness Special is back for March!  
Whether your goal is preparing for an event, looking to bring that heart rate up or increasing your  

fitness, we have what you want!  
Water and land classes  in the early mornings, mid morning, afternoons and evenings Monday thru  

Saturday. 
Group cycling classes  Mondays through Thursdays and Saturday mornings. 

For our complete lineup, look online at www.howellrecreation.org or call us today. 
Remember, the first class is FREE when trying a fitness class for the first time! 

$35 will let you take advantage of all of our instructor led fitness classes! 
*This special will not be prorated for late sign ups* 

 
Group Swim Lessons Registration  is Thursday March 26th starting at 9:00am.  

You can register online at www.howellrecreation.org, by phone at (517)540-8355 or stop 
by our stop by our office! 


